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From the Desk of Mr. Biscan
Dear Falcon Families,

Now that the �rst semester has concluded, we are fully
immersed in 2nd-semester classes and co-curricular events. It's
always enjoyable to see our students work and grow inside and
outside of the classroom setting.

This past Wednesday, we welcomed the incoming Class of 2024 to Wheaton North. The
evening was �lled with energy, anticipation, and hope. Our future students and their families
were welcomed by many of our staff and students who provided them with important
information and highlighted the many experiences offered for all students. In my opening
comments, I stressed that the next 4 years are truly an experience. It's an experience that
offers students opportunities to challenge themselves, develop vital skills, and build lasting
and inspiring relationships.

I also shared that while content is still important, the learning experiences that offer students
the chance to connect, collaborate, create, and communicate through a variety of modalities
are equally critical. Wheaton North is and will continue to be a place that provides students
opportunities to build those skills that translate beyond our school.

I'm excited about the many learning opportunities that will present themselves to our students
and staff during the second half of our school year. Best of luck to all of them as we work
together to challenge and support all students.

Have a great weekend.

We are Falcons. We are Proud. We are North.

From the Desk of Mr. Venckus, Assistant Principal of
Student Services
School Safety – See Something, Say Something
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We begin each semester with a reminder to everyone about safety. This information is also
conveyed to students at the beginning of each school year in our student meetings. Please let
us know if you have any questions or concerns.

Safety is a top priority at Wheaton North. We do everything we can to ensure a safe and
secure environment for our students. Safe schools create a culture where safety is everyone’s
responsibility: staff, students and parents. We are less likely to have an incident if people
know that we value safety. Please talk with your students about school safety and encourage
them to be observant and report the following to the school and police (students will remain
anonymous):

someone who has a weapon at or outside of school or on social media
threats to school safety made by other students or anyone else in the community
suspicious activities or violence by other students
something that makes you feel uncomfortable, nervous or frightened
strangers on campus

Please reinforce to your students not to allow strangers to enter the building and to take
safety drills seriously so they know what to do if there is an emergency.

Furthermore, we have a number of safety procedures for a variety of emergency situations. We
work closely with the Wheaton Police and Fire Departments to coordinate our efforts. To
begin, we run three �re drills a year. We also conduct a lockdown, a severe weather drill, and a
bus evacuation drill. After we conduct these drills, we review them to help us best prepare for
the situations. In addition, we have off-site emergency areas in the case that we have to
evacuate the building. Our walking sites are Wheaton Sport Center (1000 W. Prairie Ave.,
Wheaton) and Crossroads Community Church (1N100 Gary Ave., Carol Stream), and our travel
site is Wheaton-Warrenville South High School (1920 S. Wiesbrook Rd., Wheaton). These sites
have been approved by the District 200 Safety Committee. We urge you to make sure your
phone numbers are accurate in case we need to contact you from one of these sites.

Lastly, the following link from the National Association of School Psychologists website
includes some valuable information about how parents can talk with their students about
violence and school safety:
(http://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources/school-safety-and-
crisis/talking-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-parents-and-teachers)

2nd Semester Curriculum Night
2nd Semester Curriculum Night will be held on Wednesday, January 29, from 6:45-8:45 PM.
From 8:00-8:45 PM we have the pleasure of hosting Matt Quinn from Rosecrance Substance
Abuse Treatment Center. He will talk with parents about the current trends in teen alcohol,
drug and vape use.

ALICE Community Information Nights
District 200 and the Wheaton Police Department are co-sponsoring ALICE Community
Information Nights on Monday, February 10 at 7:00 PM. at Wheaton North High School and
Tuesday, February 11 at 7:00 PM. at Wheaton-Warrenville South High School. ALICE, an
acronym for Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter and Evacuate, is the new safety protocol in
which District 200 is being trained. It equips staff and students with response options during
an active safety situation.

http://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources/school-safety-and-crisis/talking-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-parents-and-teachers


Legal Marijuana: Now What?
District 200 is offering a parent workshop on Tuesday, January 28 at 7:00 PM. at Wheaton-
Warrenville South High School that will address the new law, vaping and teen health. Matt
Quinn from Rosecrance Substance Abuse Treatment Center will be presenting and answering
questions on the topic.

Next Screenagers Movie
District 200 and the Wheaton-Warrenville PTA Council is offering a free screening of the one-
hour �lm, Screenagers NEXT CHAPTER: Uncovering Skills for Stress Resilience, a sequel to
SCREENAGERS: Growing Up in the Digital Age, on Monday, February 3 at 7:00 PM. at Studio
Movie Grill in Wheaton. Liz Repking from Cyber Safety Consulting will be available afterwards
to offer parenting strategies and answer questions.

From the Desk of Mrs. Ellett, Assistant Principal of
Curriculum and Instruction
For Current & Future Falcon Families:
As summer schedules are starting to �ll up with family and co-curricular camps and activities,
we would like to share our schedule and textbook pick-up dates so that you can add these to
your calendar, too!

Monday, August 10
Seniors ONLY 12:30-1:30 PM
Sophomores, Juniors, & Seniors 1:30-3:30 PM
Freshmen 4:30-6:30 PM

*Due to the change in the district calendar, and with school starting earlier this year, we will
not have a make-up day as in past years.

Only students new to Wheaton North can pick up their schedule, textbooks, and ID from
August 11-August 12. All other returning students, who were unable to attend the Monday pick-
up day, may access their schedules online on Thursday, August 13, and may pick up textbooks
and IDs on the �rst day of school, Monday, August 17.

On Thursday, August 13, and Friday, August 14, the building will be closed to all students as
teachers prepare for the new school year. All students are welcome to walk their schedules
and access their lockers August 11 & August 12.

Reminder:
Freshmen, Sophomores, and Juniors will take yearbook pictures on their scheduled pick-up
day. Seniors schedule their yearbook pictures during the summer months.

As always, please do not hesitate to call or email with any questions.

Alexia Ellett
alexia.ellett@cusd200.org

mailto:alexia.ellett@cusd200.org


(630) 784-7305

From the Desk of Dr. Pavlini,
Assistant Principal of Support and
Enrichment
Mark your calendar: 2nd Semester Curriculum Night -
Wednesday, January 29, 2020
6:45-7:45 PM Meet & Greet with 2nd Semester Teachers and
Staff
8:00-8:45 PM Presentation on current trends in teen alcohol,
vape and other drug
use.
Presenter: Matt Quinn, MA, LCPC, CADC, Community Relations
Coordinator at Rosecrance Addiction & Mental Health Services

Please join us for this combination event: an opportunity to
meet teachers new on your student’s schedule and a guest
speaker. Here are answers to a few questions you may have
about the event:

Can I attend only the guest speaker? You’re welcome to
come just for the speaker, just for the Meet & Greet or
both, depending on what �ts your schedule.
What happens during the Meet & Greet? Staff are stationed
in different groups throughout the building to allow parents
& caregivers the chance to match names & faces. We
realize most communication happens via email, so this
evening provides a chance to greet one another face-to-
face.
Will there be time for 1:1 questions about my
son/daughter? There is not time for 1:1 conversations
about student progress during this event. If you have
individual questions about your student’s progress, please
email or call the teacher. This evening is designed to learn
general information about your student’s new courses and
to meet staff in person.

Cafeteria
English

LLC
Social Studies

Commons
Counseling

Deans
Math

Student Support
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From the English Department
In the English Department, we are always encouraging our
students to work together to create meaningful work. The
ability to collaborate with others in substantial ways is an
essential skill to being successful in college and in the
workplace, and our teachers model this important ability on a
daily basis. While we already work together to plan instruction,
discuss assessment, make curricular adjustments and more, we have a few teachers who are
taking teamwork to the next level. Ms. Grigas’s AP Language students and Mr. Kennedy’s
freshmen students have come together to discuss meaningful topics, meeting new friends
along the way. Ms. Turner’s Creative Writing students composed skits for Ms. Lim’s acting
students to perform, giving the assignment an additional layer of signi�cance for both the
writers and the performers. We want our students to take creative risks together, and our
teachers are showing the bene�ts of taking such risks.

World Languages

Gym
Art, Career & Tech Ed

English Learner Program
PE, Health & Driver Ed

Science

802/804
Special Education Services

Questions? Contact Dr. Julie Pavlini, Asst. Principal,
630.784.7306 julie.pavlini@cusd200.org

Summer Driver Education
Registration
Summer Driver Education registration will begin the week of
January 27. Students can pick up the course information sheet
in the Counseling O�ce starting Friday, January 24. Students
must have turned 15 years old prior to the start of the session
they are requesting. Session 1 will run from June 8 - July 2 and
Session 2 will run from July 6 - July 31. The summer program
is an accelerated 4-week experience and students must be able
to commit to 3 hours a day (10:30 - 12:30 for classroom and 1
additional driving hour in one of the scheduled time slots).
Registration forms can be picked up in the Counseling O�ce
and are due with payment by Friday, March 6.
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We also work to foster collaboration beyond the classroom, and on Friday, February 28, we
will host our 14th Annual "Celebrating Language Arts" Institute Day program. On this day of
learning, teachers frequent a variety of workshops in which they share their ideas and
expertise with their peers. Last year alone, over �ve hundred high school and middle school
instructors attended. The day is designed to inspire and educate, and we are thrilled to
announce that this year’s keynote address speaker is Dave Eggers.

From the Counseling Department
Monthly Scholarship Bulletin
Every month the Counseling Department provides students and
parents with a list of local scholarships and some national
scholarships through the Scholarship Bulletin. The Scholarship
Bulletin is updated twice monthly. It is available in the
Counseling Center and online at:

wnhs.org → Student Services→ Counseling Department
Student’s personal Naviance account homepage

Local Scholarship Application

From the Social Studies Department
Did you know your child may have the opportunity to earn dual credit from Indiana University
as a Wheaton North student? Students who enroll in Introduction to Sociology may choose to
earn 3 college credits on an Indiana University transcript with successful completion of the
course requirements.

Studying sociology is an amazing opportunity to analyze human behavior and social
interaction. Throughout the semester, students will read, participate in simulations, view video
clips and engage in discussions to examine culture, crime, poverty, race, gender and age
through a sociological lens. Sociology is a one semester elective for Juniors and Seniors.

Wheaton North students who have above a 2.7 GPA are invited to consider earning 3 hours of
college credit from the University of Indiana as part of their Advance College Project (ACP)
program through this Sociology course. It is a great opportunity to practice the skills and
habits of a college student without the stress and pressure of an Advanced Placement exam.

If you have further questions, do not hesitate to reach out to Hayley.Lotspeich@cusd200.org
or via phone at 630-784-7300 ext. 8465.

From the Athletic Office
It's not too early to register for Spring Athletics! Parents: please login to ParentVue to register
your student for tryouts. To be sure your student can try out, be sure to register, turn in a
physical to Athletics, and turn in a signed IHSA consent form!

https://www.cusd200.org/domain/134
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The Local Scholarship Application is now available. This is a great opportunity for students to
apply for a number of scholarships by �lling out one application. This year there are 16
scholarships from local community organizations, including the local PTA. To apply students
need to complete the online application and turn in appropriate number of copies to the
Counseling Center. Deadline is Wednesday, February 19, 2020. Application is available at:

wnhs.org → Student Services→ Counseling Department
Student’s personal Naviance account homepage

Athletic and Activity Photos
Wheaton North has professional photographers at school
athletic events, performing arts performances and activities. All
photos can be viewed and purchased at
www.lifetouch.curatorpost.com Please use the school code:
wnh55 to view photos from events.
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From Falcon WiNGS
PARENT SOCIAL at Aurelio’s -- TOMORROW! We hope you’ll join
us! Tickets are $25 now and $30 at the door. Dinner. Silent
Auction. Superbowl Squares! Purchase tickets here. Questions
to Barb Marquardt.

CAN’T JOIN US? You can still participate:
On-line Silent Auction

Super Bowl Squares:
$10 Grid
https://superbowlsquares.org/wnw20-10
login: wings10
password: wings10

$25 Grid
https://superbowlsquares.org/wnw20-25
login: wings25
password: wings25

Falcon WiNGS Scholarships available! Seniors, please consider
applying for a $500 college scholarship from the Wheaton
North Falcon WiNGS! Up to ten awards will be made to senior
students who have been active in Wheaton North activities and
plan to attend a one to four year accredited educational
program after graduation. Applications may be submitted
through April 1, 2020. Forms, including instructions and further
information are available in the school Guidance O�ce or may
be downloaded from the Falcon WiNGS website.
Operation Safe Celebration for Prom 2020: Interested in getting
involved? Please contact Dawn Szumski at
opersafecel@wnhsboosters.org.

Sign up for Winter Sport Concessions. WiNGS members and
students earn $$ for the activity/sport of their choice.
Questions to Jennifer Devalk at volunteers@wnhsboosters.org.

Join the Falcon WiNGS!

Yard Signs
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Dates to Save
Wednesday, January 29 - Falcon Time - Classes start at 8:03
AM
Wednesday, January 29 - 2nd semester Curriculum Night - 6:45
PM
Wednesday, February 5 - Falcon Time - Classes start at 8:03 AM
Wednesday, February 12 - Falcon Time - Classes start at 8:03 AM
Monday, February 17 - President's Day - NO SCHOOL
Tuesday, February 18 - Jazz Concert - 6:00 PM - Room 612
Wednesday, February 19 - Falcon Time - Classes start at 8:03 AM
Thursday, February 20 - Orchestra concert - 7:00 PM - Taylor Auditorium
Tuesday, February 25 - Band Concert - 7:00 PM - Taylor Auditorium
Wednesday, February 26 - Falcon Time - Classes start at 8:03 AM
Friday, February 28 - Institute Day - NO SCHOOL

Summer Date to Save - Schedule Pick-up Day
Monday, August 10
Seniors ONLY 12:30-1:30
Sophomores, Juniors, & Seniors 1:30-3:30
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Freshmen 4:30-6:30


